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THE APEX 
SOCIETY
Formed in 1965, the Apex Society Formed in 1965, the Apex Society 
completed 7 schemes. Only three have completed 7 schemes. Only three have 
Apex in their name – Apex Drive, Apex Apex in their name – Apex Drive, Apex 
Close (in Beckenham) and Apex Court Close (in Beckenham) and Apex Court 
(Weybridge - now demolished). All were (Weybridge - now demolished). All were 
developed by Derek Sharp Associates.developed by Derek Sharp Associates.

Completed 1967, Apex Close received  Completed 1967, Apex Close received  
an Architectural Design Project Award  an Architectural Design Project Award  
in 1968. ‘It is a cluster of geometric forms, in 1968. ‘It is a cluster of geometric forms, 
with distinctive cylindrical projections on with distinctive cylindrical projections on 
side elevations. Faced in cream coloured side elevations. Faced in cream coloured 
brick, it has exposed painted concrete brick, it has exposed painted concrete 
structural elements supporting upper structural elements supporting upper 
storey projections under a modernist  storey projections under a modernist  
flat roof with a broad cornice.’ flat roof with a broad cornice.’ 

Apex Drive was a 2.2 Acre site with Apex Drive was a 2.2 Acre site with 
planing permission for 15 houses per planing permission for 15 houses per 
acre to Parker Morris standards.  acre to Parker Morris standards.  
Nearby, speculative builders achieved Nearby, speculative builders achieved 
this density with narrow-fronted terraced this density with narrow-fronted terraced 
houses. In Beckenham, the Drum Shape houses. In Beckenham, the Drum Shape 
has no real role. Estae Agent photos has no real role. Estae Agent photos 
show the landoing on the stairs filling show the landoing on the stairs filling 
the space, and being a bow shape oin the space, and being a bow shape oin 
bedrooms. The Drum in Apex Drive is a bedrooms. The Drum in Apex Drive is a 
light well, never intended to be occupied light well, never intended to be occupied 
by a spiral staircase which would have  by a spiral staircase which would have  
been probitively expensive.been probitively expensive.

Apex CloseApex Close

Apex CourtApex Court

Apex DriveApex Drive
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The diagrams above show the The diagrams above show the 
floorplans for the original late floorplans for the original late 
1969/1970 layout for each House, 1969/1970 layout for each House, 
formed within the cross sections formed within the cross sections 
complex per block at Apex Drivecomplex per block at Apex Drive



APEX DRIVE WAS COMPLETED IN MID 1970 AT A TOTAL APEX DRIVE WAS COMPLETED IN MID 1970 AT A TOTAL 
CONTRACT OF £145,000. EACH HOUSE (920 SQ FT) WAS:CONTRACT OF £145,000. EACH HOUSE (920 SQ FT) WAS:

BUILD:BUILD:

CHARGE TO CHARGE TO 
RESIDENTS:RESIDENTS:

LANDLAND
BUILDINGBUILDING
OVERHEADSOVERHEADS
TOTAL COST:TOTAL COST:

£1,113£1,113
£4,531£4,531

£835£835
£6,489£6,489

REPAYMENT REPAYMENT 
OF LOANOF LOAN

NON-LOAN NON-LOAN 
CHARGESCHARGES

INCLUSIVE INCLUSIVE 
RENT/WEEKRENT/WEEK

£7.43£7.43

£0.89£0.89

£8.32£8.32



LAURIE 
ABBOTT
Before winning the Architectural competition Before winning the Architectural competition 
with the Apex Society, LaurieAbbot worked with the Apex Society, LaurieAbbot worked 
on Creek Vean – a house built by Team 4 on Creek Vean – a house built by Team 4 
(which comprised Norman Foster and his (which comprised Norman Foster and his 
wife with Richard and Su Rogers). Despite wife with Richard and Su Rogers). Despite 
is 1960s modernism, it achieved listed is 1960s modernism, it achieved listed 
building status in 1998. As Apex Drive (and building status in 1998. As Apex Drive (and 
Apex Close in Beckenham) came to fruition, Apex Close in Beckenham) came to fruition, 
Rogers and Piano unexpectedly won the Rogers and Piano unexpectedly won the 
commission for the Pompidou Centre, Laurie commission for the Pompidou Centre, Laurie 
was recruited to work on it with them. Laurie was recruited to work on it with them. Laurie 
did initial drawings for the Lloyds building, did initial drawings for the Lloyds building, 
which displays his fondness for drum shapes. which displays his fondness for drum shapes. 

His architecture studies began at Walthamstow His architecture studies began at Walthamstow 
Technical College at the age of 16 but he left Technical College at the age of 16 but he left 
before taking any exams to work with his brother before taking any exams to work with his brother 
at Owen Luder’s office and also at Tooley & at Owen Luder’s office and also at Tooley & 
Foster, where he was later joined by founding Foster, where he was later joined by founding 
RRP partner John Young, whose first impressions RRP partner John Young, whose first impressions 
of Abbott were: “As I walked into the driveway of Abbott were: “As I walked into the driveway 
to the office, a kit-built Lotus 7 pulled in and out to the office, a kit-built Lotus 7 pulled in and out 
climbed Laurie in black leather with long hair.” climbed Laurie in black leather with long hair.” 
His break came in 1964 when, aged 24, he was His break came in 1964 when, aged 24, he was 
appointed as project architect for Team 4’s Creek appointed as project architect for Team 4’s Creek 
Vean. Rogers lured him back after winning the Vean. Rogers lured him back after winning the 
Pompidou competition with Renzo Piano. He did Pompidou competition with Renzo Piano. He did 
the very first sketches which placed the services the very first sketches which placed the services 
on the exterior. on the exterior. 

“Once I’ve finished work, I go into the garage at “Once I’ve finished work, I go into the garage at 
home and play around with my cars [he owns home and play around with my cars [he owns 

eight, including a 1950s Aston Martin, a vintage eight, including a 1950s Aston Martin, a vintage 
Bentley, E-type Jaguars and a Porsche Carrera] Bentley, E-type Jaguars and a Porsche Carrera] 
or put up shelves. Abbott confesses he “fell or put up shelves. Abbott confesses he “fell 
into architecture” because his brother was an into architecture” because his brother was an 
architect. “I was only interested in cars, and still architect. “I was only interested in cars, and still 
am. I’m not a passionate architect, but, whatever am. I’m not a passionate architect, but, whatever 
I do, I try and do the best I can.”I do, I try and do the best I can.”

From the 80 or so projects that Abbott has From the 80 or so projects that Abbott has 
worked on at RRP, his personal high points worked on at RRP, his personal high points 
are Lloyd’s, the Berlin Daimler Chrysler are Lloyd’s, the Berlin Daimler Chrysler 
headquarters and the 1986 Royal Academy headquarters and the 1986 Royal Academy 
exhibition London As It Could Be. Abbott drew exhibition London As It Could Be. Abbott drew 
up the concept designs for Lloyd’s before it was up the concept designs for Lloyd’s before it was 
handed over to Young for completion because handed over to Young for completion because 
Abbott had been invited by Piano and the later Abbott had been invited by Piano and the later 
engineer Peter Rice to join them in Italy to carry engineer Peter Rice to join them in Italy to carry 
out research into the application of lightweight out research into the application of lightweight 
materials for Fiat cars. He says he didn’t find it materials for Fiat cars. He says he didn’t find it 
hard to leave Lloyd’s at such an exciting stage. hard to leave Lloyd’s at such an exciting stage. 
He had just devoted five years to Pompidou, He had just devoted five years to Pompidou, 
and Lloyd’s would have required the same level and Lloyd’s would have required the same level 
of commitment. of commitment. 

“If I’d gone through Lloyd’s the same as I had “If I’d gone through Lloyd’s the same as I had 
done with Pompidou, I would be dead and done with Pompidou, I would be dead and 
buried years ago,” he says. Besides, his two-buried years ago,” he says. Besides, his two-
year stint with Fiat allowed him to indulge in year stint with Fiat allowed him to indulge in 
his lifelong passion for cars. When the Fiat his lifelong passion for cars. When the Fiat 
contract came to an end, Abbott tried his contract came to an end, Abbott tried his 
hand at designing his own cars.  hand at designing his own cars.  
He built about 10 and received a lot of interest He built about 10 and received a lot of interest 
in a lookalike Lotus 7 that he built “just for in a lookalike Lotus 7 that he built “just for 
fun”. But, as he explains: “The problem with fun”. But, as he explains: “The problem with 
cars is that there is no money in it. He spent cars is that there is no money in it. He spent 
5 years as head of the Japan office in Tokyo, 5 years as head of the Japan office in Tokyo, 
overseeing 9 projects including the Kabuki-overseeing 9 projects including the Kabuki-
cho Tower,  the Iikura Building in Tokyo and cho Tower,  the Iikura Building in Tokyo and 

experimental research on incorporating a  experimental research on incorporating a  
wind turbine to generate power. Other wind turbine to generate power. Other 
projects in the Far East include the Seoul projects in the Far East include the Seoul 
Broadcasting Centre, an industrialised housing Broadcasting Centre, an industrialised housing 
scheme in Korea and a stadium at Saitama, scheme in Korea and a stadium at Saitama, 
near Tokyo. He has also designed residential near Tokyo. He has also designed residential 
schemes in Sagaponac, New York and schemes in Sagaponac, New York and 
Palisades, Los Angeles.Palisades, Los Angeles.

He was involved in the original competition He was involved in the original competition 
for Terminal 5 at Heathrow Airport and has for Terminal 5 at Heathrow Airport and has 
worked on T5’s process for ten years.worked on T5’s process for ten years.

Laurie Abbot’s Laurie Abbot’s 
fondness for drummed fondness for drummed 

features, used in the features, used in the 
designs for the Lloyds designs for the Lloyds 

of London buildingof London building



CHURCH RD
FRIM

LEY G
REEN

 RD

A
PE

X 
D

RI
V

E

APEX DRIVE

2

38

9

110

40 
CHURCH RD

11

12

13

14
16 17

4

56

7

2
FRIMLEY 

GREEN RD

38 
CHURCH RD

26

27

28

29

18

19

2021

22

23

24

15

25

PRIVATE 
RESIDENTS 
GARDENS

PRIVATE 
RESIDENTS 
GARDENS

MAP TO ALL  
RESIDENCES

A
PEX D

RIV
E

2302.ApexDriveMapA2.indd   22302.ApexDriveMapA2.indd   2 17/03/2023   14:0117/03/2023   14:01

M
A

P



Apex Drive, taken from Frimley Green Road on the Apex Drive, taken from Frimley Green Road on the 
entrance steps to St. Peters Church. Built by Streeter’s entrance steps to St. Peters Church. Built by Streeter’s 
of Hampton, their innovative design, taking account of of Hampton, their innovative design, taking account of 
the preservation order on most of the trees on the site, the preservation order on most of the trees on the site, 
had let Apex Drive to become locally listed buildings.had let Apex Drive to become locally listed buildings.

ARCHIVE
A view from the tower of St. Peters church, taken in A view from the tower of St. Peters church, taken in 
the 1970’s looking across Apex Drive, with Burleigh the 1970’s looking across Apex Drive, with Burleigh 
Road beyond. The mature trees were planted in the Road beyond. The mature trees were planted in the 
grounds of the former Manor House.grounds of the former Manor House. The entrance The entrance 

to Apex to Apex 
Drive, in the Drive, in the 
mid eightiesmid eighties

A Wedding day on A Wedding day on 
the 13th September the 13th September 

1969, with Apex Drive 1969, with Apex Drive 
in the background still in the background still 

under constructionunder construction
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